Miniseminars
Program Description: Pediatric laryngology has experienced recent tremendous growth with increased focus on voice-related quality of life issues in the pediatric airway. Much of the development in pediatric laryngology reflects complementary efforts of laryngologists and pediatric otolaryngologists with support by key technological advancements. This miniseminar incorporates the viewpoints of several clinicians experienced in the management of pediatric laryngeal and voice disorders. The presenters will focus on clinically relevant matters for the general and specialty otolaryngologists, including diagnosis, common pathologies, and operative and nonoperative approaches/techniques. The interactive session will address several questions: What is the role of videostroboscopy in children? What techniques are useful in obtaining a quality exam from children? Who should be referred for pediatric laryngology? Fundamental pathologies will be reviewed, including benign vocal lesions, vocal fold paralysis, RRP, webs, subglottic stenosis, and hemangioma. Nonoperative innovations will be discussed, including voice therapy, laryngeal EMG, steroids, propanolol, botox, and fillers. Operative innovations will include use of cold versus laser technique for benign lesions, open techniques for vocal fold paralysis and subglottic pathology and recent augmentations to standard open techniques. Differing practical approaches to challenging cases will be discussed in panel format after initial diagnostic, pathological, and interventional options are discussed in lecture format. Program Description: There is increasing evidence that tinnitus is caused by a variety of different conditions and that localization has significant treatment and management implications. In this miniseminar we call on experts from radiology and related disciplines to examine the very latest imaging modalities as they apply to tinnitus.
Educational Objectives: 1) Have an improved understanding of how tinnitus etiology affects treatment options. 2) Have an improved understanding of the use of current imaging modalities in the assessment of tinnitus. 3) Be informed about developing imaging modalities and how they apply to tinnitus.
Cochlear implant Failures: experiences and Recommendations
Jeffery J. Kuhn, MD (moderator); Teresa A. Zwolan, MD; James K. Kane, MD; Nandkumar Srinivas, MD; Mark J. Syms, MD; Riccardo D'Eredita, MD; Cliff Megerian, MD Program Description: Despite technological advancements and design improvements in cochlear implant manufacturing and the perceived improvements in safety, reliability, and efficacy, the failure rate of these devices is not insignificant. The reported failure rates among large implant centers in the United States and abroad ranges from 3% to 10%. Failures are typically categorized as device related (hard failure), medical (infection/soft tissue breakdown), and indeterminate (soft failures due to declining performance or aversive symptoms). This miniseminar will cover procedures used to diagnose and manage hard and soft failures of internal devices and present performance data following reimplantation. Representatives from the ENT Branch of the FDA will present their experience with device recalls and failure modes for cochlear implants and review the procedure for postmarket event reporting. The economic impact of device failures, with particular attention to costs, billing, and covered benefits, will be discussed. The course will also review the causes of implant failures and correlate them with the explanted device damage analyses and review the steps of the reimplantation surgical procedure and the outcomes of revision surgery. Five separate 15 minute presentations will be given by experienced professionals with ample time for audience questions. Particular emphasis will be placed on device related failures.
Program Description: Spontaneous cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) fistula is an important emerging clinical entity that may be related to excess production or inadequate resorption of CSF. The recurrence rates for spontaneous leaks are higher than other etiologies and may be related to underlying elevated intracranial pressure. Spontaneous CSF leaks generally present with otorrhea or rhinorrhea depending on the site of leakage in the anterior, middle, or posterior cranial fossa. Successful management requires accurate diagnosis and timely surgical repair to minimize the risk of associated infectious intracranial complications. This miniseminar will comprehensively review the diagnostic and treatment algorithm for management of spontaneous CSF rhinorrhea and otorrhea. Salient pathophysiologic mechanisms will be discussed. The role of imaging studies, including computed tomography, magnetic resonance imaging, and radionuclide studies, will be outlined. Open and endoscopic techniques for repair of rhinologic and otologic leaks will be reviewed. The utility of various graft materials and role of lumbar drainage will be explored.
Long-term management strategies for increased intracranial pressure, including use of diuretics and shunting, will be discussed. Multidisciplinary approach with close collaboration with neurosurgery, neurology, and neuro-ophthalmology will be stressed. A case-based format will be used to illustrate key clinical points.
Educational Objectives: 1) Be able to use the diagnostic modalities available to diagnose and localize spontaneous cerebrospinal fluid fistulas. 2) Understand the various lateral and anterior skull base approaches used for repair of cerebrospinal fluid leaks. 3) Appreciate the importance of the multidisciplinary approach and treatment of underlying concurrent conditions, such as benign intracranial hypertension. 
